
 

 

 

 

 

 

Colautti Landry Law Professional Corporation 

PRESS RELEASE 

October 12, 2017 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

On September 28, 2017, Ms. Denise Robertson applied to the Superior Court of Justice in 

Ontario before the Honourable Justice Carey for an injunction preventing the Ontario Lottery 

and Gaming Corporation from distributing the proceeds of the $6.1 million 6/49 ticket purchased 

in Chatham Ontario and drawn on September 20, 2017. 

Ms. Robertson stated “I am greatly saddened and disappointed by what has happened here. This 

could have been a very happy and exciting time for us a couple to do things we could only dream 

of doing. “ 

The following is the content of the affidavit sworn by Ms. Robertson on September 28, 2017 in 

support of the motion for the injunction: 

“3. Maurice Thibeault moved in with me approximately two and a half (2.5) years 

ago in July  2015. 

4. Maurice and I have been buying Lotto 649 tickets together for almost our entire 

relationship.  Sometimes he would purchase the tickets and sometimes I would. 

Sometimes I would give him money and he would buy the tickets when he went to pick 

up cigarettes.   

5. Sometime we would play specific numbers such as birthdays or special dates. 

More often than not it was the quick pick computer generated numbers.  

6. We always agreed that if we had a winning ticket, the proceeds would be ours, 

together as a couple.  

7. Together we dreamed about winning the lotto .  We both love muscle cars, we 

would each buy one  and buy a large property in the county and build a large shop to 

work on our cars.   

8. We have always purchased Lotto 649 tickets together jointly as a couple. We 

would both purchase the tickets with the expectation that any winnings would be split 

50/50 between both parties.  

9. On Wednesday, September 20th 2017, there was a Lotto 649 draw for $12 

million. 



10. On Thursday September 21, 2017,  I heard via Blackburn Radio that there was a 

$12 million dollar split winner in Quebec and Chatham. I texted Maurice to check our 

most recent ticket. Attached hereto and marked as Exhibit A is a true copy of the excerpt 

of text exchange that took place on Thursday, September 21, 2017:  

Denise: “Did you buy a 649 tix for last night?” 

Maurice: “Yes” 

Denise: “OMG …check it!!!” 

Maurice: “I will need to check my ticket” 

Denise: “12 million---2 winners …Chatham and Quebec” 

Maurice: “That would be nice” “I don’t need all of it” “Just a small piece” 

Denise: “yup …I’ll start planning the floor plan of the house” 

Maurice: “Ok” 

 

11. When we both got home later that day on Thursday September 21, 2017 Maurice 

made it clear that we did not have the winning ticket for the lottery draw that took place 

on Wednesday, September 20, 2017.   He said words to the effect that we had no luck this 

time and that we will both have to keep working.  

12. My friend Stephanie Dziadura and Jennifer Willimot, came over that night and  

we were all taking about how there was a multi-million dollar winner in Chatham and we 

could not imagine that happening to us and Maurice represented to them that we were not 

winners saying works to the effect that he could not imagine that and how nice that would 

be.   

13. On Monday September 25, 2017, Maurice left for work as usual. He has worked 

as a fabricator and installer for the same granite company for 1.5 years.  That day he was 

going to a job site in London Ontario. 

14. Maurice texted me at 7:45 a.m. that he was loading the work truck and would text 

me once he was on the road. 

15. At around 10:19 a.m. I was worried because I had not heard from him.  He did not 

respond. 

16. At 3:15 p.m. I texted him again to see if he was OK. Again he did not respond. 

17. I arrived home from work at approximately 3:30 p.m.  and was shocked to see 

that he had packed up and removed all of his clothes, his toiletries and most of his other 

personnel items and his Canadian passport.    

18. When I look back, I recall that he did approximately 15 loads of laundry of all his 

clothes the night prior, and didn’t put them into the drawers and closets, as if we was 

preparing to pack up and leave.  



19. Today, Thursday Sept 28, 2017, while I was at work, my friend and colleague 

Jody Roets told me, and I verily believed that,  she thought that Maurice had won the 

lottery.  Jody and Maurice are originally from Tilbury and they have mutual friends so I 

believed her and I was shocked.  

20. Jody called her husband and from this conversation, I understood that Maurice 

was on his way to Toronto to the Lottery Gaming Commission Prize Centre to claim the 

$6 million dollar ticket.  

21. I texted my friend Stephanie Dziadura to tell her what was happening.  Stephanie 

sent me a text and photo that was forwarded from Kevin Deacon, who is Maurice’s boss 

at the Granite shop that was sent to Kevin from Maurice.  Attached hereto and marked as 

Exhibit B is a true copy of the Text and photo.  

22. The text from Maurice said: 

“Hi Kevin As you know Denise and I are no longer together  Since I left her Monday 

another live changing thing has happened.  I am sad to tell you by text but I will not be 

coming back to work.”   

23. The photo was of the winning lottery ticket for $6,146,722.60. 

24. I have no idea where Maurice will be staying.  I verily believe that he could leave 

the country with the $6,146,722.60 million dollars and that any access I have to my 

portion of these funds will be lost if this injunction is not granted. 

25. I have also, through my Lawyers at CLP notified the Ontario Lottery and Gaming 

Commission that I am making a claim for half of the proceeds of the subject winning 

ticket.  

26. I understand from my lawyer Anita Landry at CLP, and I verily believe that, she 

spoke with the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Commission, Legal Department and the 

Prize Centre about my claim to the subject ticket proceeds  Although the ticket has been 

flagged and an investigation into ownership will ensue, the OLG cannot advise when the 

investigation will take place, or what the process for the investigation is. There is also  no 

way to contact the Investigation Department to make inquiries in this regard, and no 

timeframe that they have to contact me within.  There is also no formal dispute form for 

me to file for the investigation and the Legal Department and Prize Centre cannot 

guarantee that the funds will not be released.  “ 

The injunction was necessary and brought because at that time, the OLG would not guarantee 

that the funds would be released.  The OLG has now made that written guarantee that they will 

not distribute the funds to anyone without reasonable notice to her lawyers.  



Ms. Robertson hopes that the OLG will complete its investigation in a timely manner and that 

they will be able to resolve the issue of the ownership of the prize without further litigation. 

For more information please contact: 

Steven Pickard 

Colautti Landry Pickard 

519-966-1300 

steve@clplaw.ca 

 

Anita Landry 

Colautti Landry Pickard 

519-966-1300 

anita@clplaw.ca 

 

 


